
 Autumn 2020 House Groups  
Acts of the Apostles  

A New Church for a New Age. 

Session 1: Lockdown 

Read the passages below and look through the questions briefly. Then watch the video 
conversation at https://www.hwmc.org.uk/resources or on the DVD you have been given. 
 
Concentrate, not so much on the story, but on how you might have felt in the situation, and 
how you have felt in similar situations recently. 
 
John 20:19 
When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house 
where the disciples had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood 
among them and said, ‘Peace be with you.’ 
 
John 21:1-3 
After these things Jesus showed himself again to the disciples by the Sea of Tiberias; and 
he showed himself in this way. Gathered there together were Simon Peter, Thomas called 
the Twin, Nathanael of Cana in Galilee, the sons of Zebedee, and two others of his 
disciples. Simon Peter said to them, ‘I am going fishing.’ They said to him, ‘We will 
go with you.’ They went out and got into the boat, but that night they caught 
nothing. 
 
Imagine yourself in the place of a disciple. You have spent some time – maybe up to three 
years – in the constant company of a wonderful and charismatic teacher. You remember 
being convinced that he was the long-awaited Messiah. You witnessed his symbolic entry 
to Jerusalem with growing excitement and spent the rest of that week in flipping from 
exhilaration, to wonder, to horror, as things worked out and ultimately you saw your 
master – humiliated and tortured – being publicly executed and despoiled.  
All your hopes, passions and enthusiasm had been bound up in this one man. And now he 
was dead.  
 

● How do you feel? What do you do? Where do you turn? (Try to answer this 
question as if you do not know the next bit of the story) 
 

● Simon Peter is seen as wanting to go fishing. Something that he had known all his 
life, something he knew he was good at, something “safe”. Our response to 
lockdown might be “let’s get back to normal” – was Peter saying the same? 
 

● Consider honestly, the way it feels being told there is light at the end of the tunnel – 
do you really want to come out and face a world where the rules have changed?  
 

● Is “back to normal” the right way for us to look?  Is it even possible? 
 

● What new things have you learned during lockdown? – How might they influence 
the way you are church now? 

 
Read the poem on the next page – consider what it says to us emerging from lockdown 
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