
Autumn 2020 House Groups 
Acts of the Apostles 

 A New Church for a New Age 
 

 
 
 

Session 2: New possibilities and new directions 
 

Acts 2. The impact of Pentecost 
 
Read the passages below and then look through the questions briefly. Then watch 
the video conversation to be found at https://www.hwmc.org.uk/resources or on the DVD 
you have been given. 
 
 
Opening Prayer. 
 
Gracious God, whose loving kindness has no limits, teach us afresh the way of Christ. 
Where we have felt discouraged, renew us through signs of hope; 
Where we have been tempted to give up, grant us strength and faith to face the day; 
Where we have grown anxious about the future, give us courage to plant the seeds of 
tomorrow in acts of radical love today. 
Renew us by your spirit, and set us free to serve you so that the whole of creation may 
rejoice in your name. Amen 
 
Richard Andrew, Darlington District Chair  
Inspired by the Romero Prayer. 
 
Read Acts 2 .  
 
What strikes you about the passage? 
 
Leaders –the reading is in three chunks - you may wish to pull out some of the following 
points. 
 
 

● The early part of Acts 2 (1-13) describes the coming of the Holy Spirit. The Feast of 
Pentecost has arrived and the disciples are all gathered in one place. This is 
significant. God’s spirit is poured out upon the community of believers, and again 
and again we see this emphasis on community throughout this passage. 

 
● The community is filled with the Spirit of God and they begin to speak in different 

languages – this miracle of speech is about everyone hearing about God’s love and 
deeds of power in their own language. This is really important because it means the 
word of God is available and accessible to all. 

 
● Peter speaks to the crowd with renewed confidence, filled with the Holy Spirit, 

showing them that Jesus really is the Messiah.’ He teaches them that turning to 
God is a process which takes place over time, and happens in committed fellowship 
with other believers, through teaching and prayer. (v14 -42) 

 

 

https://www.hwmc.org.uk/resources


● V42 – 47 gives us a model of Christian community, you could say a model of the 
early church. A model of church which places emphasis on community, of being in 
fellowship with one another, of journeying together.  A model of church which 
emphasises both the ‘being’ (growth in personal holiness through teaching and 
prayer) and the ‘doing’ aspects of discipleship, through its emphasis on radical acts 
of generosity, of sharing possessions, of social justice, and kindness. 
 

 
Acts 2 42- 47 
42 They devoted themselves to the apostles’ teaching and fellowship, to the breaking of 
bread and the prayers. 
43 Awe came upon everyone, because many wonders and signs were being done by the 
apostles. 44 All who believed were together and had all things in common; 45 they would 
sell their possessions and goods and distribute the proceeds to all, as any had need. 46 
Day by day, as they spent much time together in the temple, they broke bread at home 
and ate their food with glad and generous hearts, 47 praising God and having the goodwill 
of all the people. And day by day the Lord added to their number those who were being 
saved. 
 
 
Think about the following questions briefly before watching the video discussion. 
 

● How does the picture of the early church that this passage presents compare to 
‘traditional’ images/your experience of church? 
 

● During lockdown church has operated in a different manner. Do you think it has 
become any closer to the early accounts of being church? In what ways? 

 
During lockdown we have had a chance to consider what is really important to us. 
To think about what our faith means to us. Like Peter perhaps that has given us 
renewed confidence in our discipleship and our vision for church.  This period of 
lockdown has been described by some as ‘a liminal moment’ and a time for us for 
to re-shape the church. 

 
● As we emerge from lockdown how can we become more like the early church? 

 
● How as church can we ‘speak the language’ of those who might find engaging with 

church tricky?  
 

● How can we work towards church, as being accessible and appealing to those 
‘outside’ of the church? 
 
 
 

Now watch the video discussion. 
 

● Discuss the video conversations, picking up on aspects which resonate with or 
challenge your thinking in relation to the above, or any other aspects which arise. 

 
 
Listening to this song and reflect on the words. 
 

 



 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDYjn-YdnD4 
 
 
Holy Spirit, living breath of God, 
Breathe new life into my willing soul. 
Let the presence of the risen Lord, 
Come renew my heart and make me whole. 
Cause Your Word to come alive in me; 
Give me faith for what I cannot see, 
Give me passion for Your purity; 
Holy Spirit, breathe new life in me. 
 
Holy Spirit, come abide within, 
May Your joy be seen in all I do. 
Love enough to cover every sin, 
In each thought and deed and attitude. 
Kindness to the greatest and the least, 
Gentleness that sows the path of peace. 
Turn my strivings into works of grace; 
Breath of God show Christ in all I do. 
 
Holy Spirit, from creation’s birth, 
Giving life to all that God has made, 
Show Your power once again on earth, 
Cause Your church to hunger for your ways. 
Let the fragrance of our prayers arise; 
Lead us on the road of sacrifice, 
That in unity the face of Christ 
May be clear for all the world to see 
 
Keith Getty & Stuart Townend Copyright © 2005 Thankyou Music 
 
 
Prayer. 
Offer this session to God, giving thanks for one another and asking for the continual 
leading of the Holy Spirit as we journey together. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kDYjn-YdnD4

